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CAWS North Dakota is the statewide sexual and domestic violence 
coalition. The coalition provides a unified voice for twenty local 
non-profit agencies.

North Dakota’s State General Fund 
investment of $10,860,000 has assisted 
agencies in providing a wide array of 
services including short-term safety, 
long-term healing and prevention of 
domestic and sexual violence.

During this time, 7,416 victims were served. Of those 
victims, agencies report providing the following:

In 2019, 17 of the 20 agencies raised $16,053,122 
to provide services to victims and bring more 
awareness within communities.

Impact of our services: 

 • Nearly 95% of victims surveyed, know more about 
community resources

 • Nearly 97% of victims surveyed, know more about 
planning for safety

2019 Details

(80% of agencies reporting)

Decade of Impact

Funds provided 
by the State 
General Fund

Click map to view list of agencies online.

Agencies report that of the parents they 
served, at least 46,036 children were impacted 
by violence experienced in their home.

These funds assisted the domestic and 
sexual violence agencies to serve over 
61,750 adult (57,041) and child (4,718) 
victims over the last decade.

Since 2009, the agencies have 
experienced a 30% increase in the 
number of victims that need services.  
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1,208 adults and children spent 28,880 nights in shelter

7,613 hotline calls were answered

3,434 individuals received evidence-based therapy

1,086 transportation trips were provided

https://www.cawsnorthdakota.org/get-help/advocacycenterdirectory/
https://www.cawsnorthdakota.org/get-help/advocacycenterdirectory/


COVID Impact

Mary’s* husband was physically, emotionally, and very 
verbally abusive towards her, which her toddler often 
witnessed. Mary fled from her husband and once 
she relocated, reached out to a local advocate at a 
domestic violence agency. After listening to Mary’s 
experiences, the advocate could see that she struggled 
with hypervigilance, low self-esteem, trauma, and she 
blamed herself for her husband’s abusive behavior. The 
advocate supported Mary in finding steady full-time 
employment and an apartment, and acquiring daycare 

assistance and a vehicle to meet her family’s needs. 
Because of her traumatic experiences, Mary opted to 
begin telehealth counseling (a service that was offered 
during the pandemic). Her stress and fears have greatly 
decreased so she is able to go out more and engage 
in other activities with friends/co-workers, as well 
as activities with her daughter (as safely as possible 
with Covid). She continues to work in counseling via 
telehealth and soon hopes to meet face-to-face.

Now more than ever we need your financial support.

The New England Journal of Medicine, along with our local experts, are very concerned 
that the COVID19 pandemic has increased isolation of victims from other supports, created 
financial stress, and with greater amounts of time with an abusive partner. This creates a 
“perfect storm” for domestic violence incidents to increase. Hopkins Medicine is reporting 
that the rate of murder-suicide (where the male partner kills the female and then himself) 
has increased since the same time last year.

 • Not having the funding to handle victims’ needs in a flexible 
manner including shelter, food and transportation needs

 • Keeping agencies fully staffed and managing decision fatigue
 • Having the supplies needed to disinfect, and keep employees 

and victims safe
 • Additional communication needs that required technology

 • Implemented practices following the CDC recommendations
 • Video-conference technology implemented along with new 

ventures such as chat platforms
 • Program advocates went to remote areas to meet with victims
 • Provided additional food and resources to victims in need

 • Fear of catching COVID 
 • Abusive partner is nearby 24/7
 • Some jurisdictions are not holding offenders accountable and 

victims are not trusting help available
 • Loss of resources and need to be more dependent on abusive 

partner

CHALLENGES 
AGENCIES HAVE 
FACED

AGENCIES 
WORKED TO 
BETTER SERVE 
VICTIMS

BARRIERS 
VICTIMS ARE 
EXPERIENCING

Mary’s Story

*To protect confidentiality, name has changed

For more information, please contact Tara Muhlhauser at 701-255-6240 Ext. 1016 or tmuhlhauser@cawsnorthdakota.org


